South Asian Feminisms:

Gender, Culture and Politics

A two day conference at the University of Pennsylvania

Friday, March 28 and Saturday March 29, 2006

McNeil Center for Early American Studies (3355 Woodland Park, 34th and Walnut Sts.)

Friday, March 28

Introduction: 9:30

Ania Loomba (English, University of Pennsylvania) and Ritty Lukose (Education, University of Pennsylvania) 

10:00-11:00

Flavia Agnes (Legal Centre of Majlis, Mumbai, India)

“From Shah Bano to Kausar Bano: Contextualizing the Muslim Woman within the Indian Polity”

Session 1: 11:00-1:00 – Religion, Community, Nationalism

Chair: Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet (History, University of Pennsylvania)
Amina Jamal (Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada)

 “Between Genealogy and Tradition: Significant Moments in the 

Virtue/Discipline Relationship in Muslim South Asia”
Dina Siddiqi (Consultant, Gender and Human Rights, Dhaka/New York) 

“Secularism, Nationalism, and the Politics of Feminism”

Angana Chatterji (California Institute of Integral Studies, San Francisco, CA) 

“Erasures: Hindu Nationalism and its ‘Others’”

Lunch: 1:00-2:00

2:00-3:00

Ratna Kapur  (Centre for Feminist Legal Research, New Delhi, India)

“Hecklers to Power? The Waning of Human Rights and Challenges to Feminist Activism in South Asia”
Session 2: 3:00-5:00 – Feminist Activism Between Nation, Region and Globe
Chair: Ayako Kano (Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Pennsylvania)
Vasuki Nesiah (Director, International Affairs, Brown University, USA)
“Feminism, War and Peace: The Politics of Peace Building, Aid and Gender”

Malathi De Alwis (International Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colombo, Sri Lanka) 

“Negotiating Loss and Injury: Feminist Peace Activism in Sri Lanka”

Anannya Bhattacharjee (Jobs with Justice, India/USA)

“Feminist Priorities and Responsibilities in Contemporary Movement-Building”

Saturday, March 29

Session 3: 10:00-12:00 –Gender, Sexuality and Violence 

Chair: Lisa Mitchell (South Asian Studies, University of Pennsylvania)
Rimli Bhattacharya (University of Delhi, India)

“What’s Dance Got to Do With It…Revisiting Debates on Morality in Bengal, 1920s-1930s”

Anjali Arondekar (University of California, Santa Cruz, USA)

“Subject to Sex”

Laura Brueck (Hamilton College, Clinton, NY/USA)

“Rewriting the ‘Rape Script’ in Dalit Women’s Literature”

Lunch: 12:00-1:00

Session 4: 1:00-3:00 – The Politics of Sex Work
Chair: TBA
Toorjo Ghose (School of Social Policy and Practice, University of Pennsylvania)

“’I kick them out if they don’t use a condom’: Collective Identity Mobilization Among Sex Workers in Sonagachi, Kolkata”
Firdous Azim (BRAC University, Dhaka, Bangladesh)

“Keeping/Putting Sexuality on the Agenda: Sex workers in Dhaka”

Ashwini Sukthankar (International Commission for Labor Rights, New York, USA)

“Queer Engagements with Sex Work”

Round-up: 3:30-4:30

Mrinalini Sinha (Pennsylvania State University, USA) “Reflections and Directions”

Open discussion.  

Conference Reception: All Are Welcome

This event is sponsored by the South Asia Center and The Alice Paul Center for Research on Women, Gender and Sexuality at the University of Pennsylvania. Our generous co-sponsors include the Provost’s Global Initiatives Fund, University Research Foundation, The Graduate School of Education,  the Departments of Anthropology and English, the Center for the Advanced Study of India and the School of Arts and Sciences Dean’s Office at the University of Pennsylvania.  If you have any questions, please contact Haimanti Banerjee (haimanti@sas.upenn.edu). 
